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OUR COVER
Our thanks to K.O.S. member W. H. Brown for his photograph of
the Short-eared Owl.
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MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT
1981-1982
Twenty-five counts have been returned this year, including a new
count from Hazard. A total of 119 species were reported; three of these
were observed during the count week but not on the count day; they were
the "Western Grebe, observed at Louisville, the Great Egret, observed at
Bowling Green, and a Mute Swan, seen at Danville. As usual, several
species were reported on every count; fifteen species were reported on only
one count. Because of space limitation only 22 reports can be included in
the table; however, every count is described. Some of the most interesting
and most needed reports come from the eastern part of the state. The
editor thanks all participants for their help and cooperation.
It is encouraging to note the apparent gradual increase in the number
of kinglets, wrens, and Eastern Bluebirds and the decline in the number
of winter roosts reported in the state. Waterfowl numbers are on the
decline—probably due to less waterfowl habitat and increased hunting
pressure. For example, the transient lake area near Bowling Green has
been cleared, channelized, and more intensively farmed. Few waterfowl
are seen in this area.
LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES (all points within a 15-mile di
ameter circle, center The Trace and Mulberry Flat Road.) Habitat: lake
and stream shores 35%, deciduous and pine woods 30%, overgrown and
cultivated fields 30%, miscellaneous built-up areas 5%. Dec. 19; 6:45 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 12-27®; wind NW, 0-5 m.p.h. Fourteen ob
servers in five parties. Total party hours 37 (14 on foot, 23 by car). Total
party miles 276 (12 on foot, 264 by car). Total species 78; total individuals
114,596.
The best find was the Orange-crowned Warbler by Erwin and Miller.
Considering the cold and consequent freezing of ponds and the shorelines
of shallow bays, the variety of waterfowl was excellent although numbers
were down. The Starling roost at Kentucky Dam is much smaller this year.
TVA and the USA Corps overflew Kentucky and Barkley Lakes, and ob
servers reported a total of 21 Bald Eagles. The Turkey population is re
ported to be up; turkeys were seen during the count week but not on the
count day. — Robin Adams, Liz Ahlvin, David Berry, Wally Brines, Jan
Eberhardt, Roger Eberhardt, Joe Erwin, Mike Miller, Clell Peterson (com
piler), Edwin Ray, Shirley Rhea, Mark Shell, Betty Stokes, Bill Wells.
MARION (center Forest Grove.) Habitat: 35% meadows and fence
rows, 40% deciduous woods, 25% coniferous woods. Dec. 27; 6:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 30-50®; wind calm. Three observers in two
parties. Total party hours 14 (8 on foot, 6 by car)\ Total party miles 42 (8
on foot, 34 by car). Total species 46; total individuals 1,403. — C. L. Frazer
(compiler), Jim Frazer, Marie Frazer.
HENDERSON (center Jet. Airline Road and Duncan Lane.) Habitat
as described in 1977. Dee. 20; 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp.
16-32'; wind NW, 5-10 m.p.h. Twenty-two observers in seven parties. Total
party hours 35 (17 on foot, 18 by car). Total party miles 210 (40 on foot,
170 by car). Total species 67j total individuals 37,773.
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The waterfowl cotmt was low due to frozen water and large numbers
of birds of prey. — Ben Burnley, Howard Grafton, Ronald Dodson (com
piler), Ernest and Mary Denton, Julian and Shawn Duffy, Ted Grannan,
Robert Jenkins, Tom Langen, Jim Lodato, Scott McAfee, Ron Morris, Steve
Pitt, Emily Smith, Chuck and Donna Stinnett, George, Jean and Wilson
Trigg, Richard and Dianne Wilson.
SORGHO (center L. E. Wilson farm.) Habitat: flowing stream,
woods, along highway to farm. Dec. 28; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sky cloudy;
temp. 32-40°; wind 5-10 m.p.h. Twelve observers in three parties. Total
party hours 24 (21 on foot, 3 by car). Total party miles 61 (12 on foot,
49 by car). Total species 47; total individuals 3,318.
Sighting the (Joshawk was a first for the party that located it.—
Joey and Marty Brown, Joe Ford (compiler), Mr. and Mrs. Ramon lies,
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Powell, Phillip Roca, Tommy Stevenson, Linda Ward,
Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Wilson.
YELVINGTON (center U.S. Hwy. 60 and Ky. Hwy. 405 at Maceo.)
Habitat: extensive bottomlands, creek bottoms, lakes, woods, farm lands
and fields. Dec. 19; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy to clear; temp.
12-14®; wind 5-10 m.p.h. Ten observers in five parties. Total party hours
25 (22 on foot, 3 by car). Total party miles 22 (7 on foot, 15 by car).
Total species 67; total individuals 1,886.—Joey Brown, Marty Brown,
Mike Brown, Ray Res, A. L. Powell (compiler), Mildred Powell, Rose Anne
Radzelovage, Maude Ray, Dan Styke, Linda Ward.
MADISONVILLE (center Madisonville as described in 1972.) Habitat:
deciduous woodlands and thickets 50%, lake shore 30%, open fields 20%.
Dec. 27; 5:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 38-40°; wind
SW, 10-15 m.p.h. Four observers in two parties. Total party hours 17 (14
on foot, 3 by car). Total party miles 58 (7 on foot, 51 by car). Total
species 48; total individuals 1,245. — Thelma Gentry, James Hancock (com
piler), Mary Travis, Nathanael Travis.
HOPKINSVILLE (center at intersection of U.S. 68 and Pennyrile
Parkway.) Habitat as described in 1980. Jan. 3; 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Sky overcast, mostly cloudy; temp. 51-54®; wind S, 0-10 m.p.h.; fog and
light rain in morning, intermittent rain in afternoon. Six observers in
three parties. Total party hours 22 (2 on foot, 20 by ear). Total party
miles 257 (2 on foot, 255 by car). Total species 44; total individuals
2,762. — Freddie Higgins, Kathryn Higgins (compiler), Helen Marshall,
Dee Plunkett, Roger and Maggie Selvldge.
BOWLING GREEN (center and habitat as described in 1980.) Dec.
19; 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 8-27°; wind W, 0-2 m.p.h.
Seven observers in two parties. Total party hours 18 (14 on foot, 4 by
car). Total party miles 103 (6 on foot, 97 by car). Total species 59; total
individuals 1,783.
For the first time in several years no large wintering roosts were
located in the count area. A Great Egret was observed in the count area
by several people but was not reported on the day of the count. — Blaine
Ferrell, Larry Holmes, Jeff Jones, Wayne Mason, Mr. and Mrs. Wm.
Mathis, H. E. Shadowen (compiler).
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MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK (center and habitat as de
scribed in 1980.) Dee. 20; 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 8-25°;
wind SW, 0-5 m.p.h. Eight observers in three parties. Total party hours 22
(9 on foot, 13 by car). Total party miles 216 (11 on foot, 205 by car).
Total species 43; total individuals 1,827.
The cold frozen conditions along the rivers and lake probably resulted
in a decrease in waterfowl numbers. The numbers of Eastern Bluebirds
(26) and Carolina Wrens (5) were encouraging. — Steve Barber, Blaine
Ferrell, Mrs. James Gillenwater, Arlie Hogan, Mike Jones, Wayne Mason,
H. E. Shadowen (compiler), Dennis Webb.
GLASGOW (center Barren County Courthouse.) Habitat as previously
described. Dec. 27; 6:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.ra. Sky partly cloudy to clear;
temp. 37-45"; wind NW, 0-5 m.p.h. Five observers in three parties. Total
party hours 26 (14 on foot, 12 by car). Total party miles 129 (15 on foot,
114 by car). Total species 58; total individuals 10,419.
Two winter roosts are located near the city. Large flocks of vultures
and crows were observed near the reservoir, but waterfowl numbers are
down for the second consecutive year. Eastern Bluebird and Carolina Wren
populations are significantly higher. The low number of Loggerhead
Shrikes is disturbing. — Mrs. James Gillenwater, Mike Jones, Wayne
Mason (compiler). Dr. and Mrs. Russell Starr.
OTTER CREEK PARK (center and habitat as described in 1972.)
Dec. 27; 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky clear to partly cloudy; temp. 31-39°;
wind NW-W, 13-16 m.p.h., ponds partly frozen. Thirteen observers in five
parties. Total party hours 43 (32 on foot, 11 by car). Total party miles 140
(26 on foot, 114 by car). Total species 62; total individuals 4,162.
The Ohio River and Doe Lake were high, and this may have had some
effect on the low duck numbers. Killdeer were difficult to find. Eastern
Bluebirds and Carolina Wrens showed some increase, but they have not
recovered from the severe winters of 1977 and 1978. The number of
Golden-crowned Kinglets exceeded all previous counts. A Common Yellow-
throat was unexpected but was well seen and heard by Palmer-Ball and
Knopf. — Garret Adams, Mary Bill Bauer, Richard Cassell, Douglas Knopf,
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Susie Pasikowski, Martha^Pike, Lene Rauth,
Helga Schutte, L. D. Smith, Anne L. Stamm (compiler), F. W. Stamm,
Donald Summerfield.
BERNHEIM FOREST (center forest lookout tower 2.75 miles s.e. of
forest entrance.) Habitat as previously described. Jan. 2; 6:15 a.m. to
5:45 p.m. Sky mostly cloudy; temp. 25-58°; wind E-S, 5-15 m.p.h. Eleven
observers in five parties. Total party hours 41 (28 on foot, 13 by car).
Total party miles 228 (11 on foot, 217 by car). Total species 60; total
individuals 7,060.
The Phoebe and the Bam Owl were good finds. Numbers of Carolina
Wrens and Eastern Bluebirds were encouraging. Blackbirds, ducks, and
shorebirds were scarce. — Mary Bill Bauer, Jane and Pat Bell, Timmie
Butler, Alice Ann Coomes, Wayne Dahl, Tim Niehoff, Brainard Palmer-
Ball, Jr. (compiler), Martha Pike, Nancy Scheldorf, Lawrence D. Smith.
LOUISVILLE (center Jet. Hwys. 42 and 22.) Habitat as described in
1972. Dec. 20; 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 9-29°;
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wind SW, 0-5 m.p.h. Twenty-eight observers in 11 parties. Total party
hours 90 (49 on foot, 41 by car). Total party miles 375 (45 on foot, 330
by car). Total species 91; total individuals 13,868.
The Caspian Terns are a first count record, well seen by the three
observers in the party. House Finches, although a first count record, are
now resident in small numbers locally, having bred for the first time here
in 1981. The Chipping Sparrow has been at the Palmer-Ball feeder for
three weeks. During the week a "Western Grebe was observed on the Ohio
River. — Alan Barron, Rosemary Bauman, Donald Blackburn, Kathryn
Clay, Katherine Colburn, Bess Douthitt, "Violet and W. F. Jackson, P. H.
Krull, Mr. and Mrs. F. X. Krull, John Krull, Burt Monroe, Jr. (co-com
piler), Dorothy Muntan, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., James Pasikowski,
Martha Pike, Robert Quaife, Lene Rauth, "Virginia Rommel, Carl Schultz,
Helga Schutte, Mabel Slack, Larry Smith, Anne Stamm (co-compiler),
F. "W. Stamm, Midge Susie, Mary "Vance (Beckham Bird Club).
SHELBYVILLE (center % mile south of "U.S. 60 and Grist Creek
Lake on Ky. Hwy. 714.) Habitat; farmland, fallowland, suburban, wooded,
and grassland. Dec. 27; 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky cloudy during morning
and clear in the afternoon; temp. 33-43°; wind W, 10-20 m.p.h. Five-ob
servers in one party. Total party hours ten (1 on foot, 9 by car). Total
party miles 111 (1 on foot, 110 by car). Total species 40; total individuals
1,336.— Christy Brown, John K. Brown, Todd Brown, W. H. Brown (com
piler), Chris Martin, Bud Woods, Martha "Woods.
FRANKFORT (center at junction of "U.S. 127 and Ky. Hwy. 1900.)
Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 19; 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear;
temp. 6-20®; wind "WSW, 5-15 m.p.h. "Water mostly frozen. Twenty-five
observers in 12 parties. Total party hours 69 (50 on foot, 19 by car). Total
party miles 334 (39 on foot, 295 by car). Total species 73; total indi
viduals 7,459.
This is the highest species count ever for Frankfort and is due in
large part to good coverage and increasingly sophisticated observers. High
numbers were found for Canada Geese, Eastern Bluebird, Dark-eyed Junco
and hawk species. Most duck species and meadowlarks were low in num
ber. Good finds included the American Woodcock, Bewick's Wren, Palm
Warbler, House Finch and Savannah Sparrow. — Bob Altman, John, Todd
and W. H. Brown, Stuart Butler, Keith Camburn, Laura and Rose Canon,
Manton Comett, Dennis Coskren, Peggy Derryberry, James Durell, Bill
and Charles Grayson, Scott Hankla, "Virginia Honaker, Howard Jones
(compiler), Cathy Justis, Rae McEntyre, Robert Morris, Glenn Raleigh,
Dan Van Norman, Glenn Wells, Jim "Williams, Tim Williams.
KLEBER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (center and habitat
as described in 1972.) Jan. 2; 7:15 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Sky cloudy to partly
cloudy; temp. 27-47°; wind E, 5-14 m.p.h. No precipitation; ponds frozen,
other water open. Six observers in four parties. Total party hours 21 (15
on foot, 6 by car). Total party miles 120 (15 on foot, 105 by car). Total
species 43; total individuals 2,065.
Ducks and sparrows were scarce. The three Marsh Hawks and the
Red-breasted Mergansers were considered as good finds. — Peggy Derry-
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berry, James Durell, Jim Gabhart, Howard Jones (compiler), Tim Towles,
Jim Williams.
RICHMOND (center % mile north of intersection of Bobtown Road
and the Kingston-Berea Road.) Habitat: fencerows and roadsides 40%;
woodland 15%; pasture and open fields 40%; reservoirs and lakes 5%.
Dec."20; 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 6-26°; wind 5-15 m.p.h.
Nine observers in three pa:rties. Total party hours 29 (11 on foot, 18 by
car). Total party miles 247 (15 on foot, 232 by car). Total species 62;
total individuals 376,000.
The blackbird roost is located SW of town just off Interstate 75. It
was estimated at 375,000 birds, 80% of which were Starlings. — Bob Alt-
man (compiler), John Fuller, Stan Puller, Ginger Murphy, Bill Romme,
Janet Romme, Carol Schuler, Nancy SFerra, Tim Towles.
LEXINGTON (center and habitat as described previously). Dec. 26;
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 29-47°; wind SE, 5-10
m.p.h. Twenty-eight observers in 12 parties. Total party hours 83 (32 on
foot, 51 by car). Total party miles 539 (31 on foot, 508 by car). Total
species 76; total individuals 12,306. — Bob Altman, Roger Barbour, Rose
and Laura Canon, Manton Cornett, Dennis Coskren, Ron Duncan, Lyda
Feck, Doris Ferm, Reid Freeman, Jim Gabhart, Betty Maxson, Bob Morris,
Charlotte Parsons, Glenn Raleigh, Algie, Jerry, and Virginia Reece, Robert
and Elberta Reid, Rick Schwein, Louis Shain, Marie Sutton, Mary Towles,
Andy and Marion Uterhart, Clara Wieland, Jim Williams (compiler).
DANVILLE (center County Courthouse.) Habitat: residential 6%,
parks 2%, woodland 40%, farmland 30%, streamside 17%, lakeside 5%.
Dec. 19; 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 7-20"; wind S, 5-10 m.p.h.,
unusually cold. Twenty-five observers in nine parties. Total party hours
52 (18 on foot, 34 by car). Total party miles 481 (143 on foot, 338 by-car).
Total species 73; total individuals 16,573. — Chauncey Alcock, Joe Am-
burgey, Erni Baird, Bill Bramwell, Betty Bramwell, Bob Bright, Katie
Bright, Harry Caldwell, Molly Caldwell (compiler), Martha Foster, Tobin
Foster, John Gower, Michael Hamm, West Hill, Dorothy Belle Hill, Frank
Heck, Edna Heck, Bill Kemper, Fred Loetcher, Naomi Loetcher, Dan
Moran, John B. Nichols, Les Reid, Joe Russell, Betty Ullrich.
BURLINGTON (center and habitat as described in 1975.) Jan. 2;
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky overcast; temp. 23-41°; wind SE, 10-20 m.p.h.
Lakes and ponds frozen, Ohio River open. Ten observers in five parties.
Total party hours 28 (18 on foot, 10 by car). Total party miles 262 (11
on foot, 251 by car). Total species 47; total individuals 1,634.
Notable by their absence were Killdeer, Bobwhite, Pileated Wood
peckers, and all blackbird species. Also in low numbers were American
Robins and Rufous-sided Towhees. The high numbers of Eastern Bluebirds
were exceptional as was the small flock of Common Goldeneyes found on
the Ohio River by the Mike Andrews party. — Mike Andrews, Bruce Cabot,
Ed Kennedy, Gerri Kennedy, Laura Kob, Linda Kob, Ed Larson, Lee
McNeely (compiler), Lynda McNeely, Cricket Riehlman.
PINE MOUNTAIN SETTLEMENT SCHOOL (center and habitat as
described in 1980.) Dec. 20; 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. -2 to
24°; wind calm. Six observers in two parties, with four at feeders. Total
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party hours 23 (12 on foot, 6 by car). Total party miles 61 (16 on foot,
45 by car). Total species 50; total individuals 1,243.
The wild food crop was excellent; high numbers of Blue.Jays reflect
the unusually heavy beechnut crop. Several common species were in low
numbers or absent. Th6 sharp drop in temperature apparently influenced
the bird numbers. — Stephen Batson, Julious Begley, Liz Bradshaw, Mark
Dalton (compiler), Afton Garrison, John Garrison, Neville Garrison, Bur
ton Rogers, Jack Whitfield, May Williams.
ROWAN COUNTY (center Morehead, Cave Run Lake, Minor E. Clark
Fish Hatchery, Green Valley Acres, Clay Lick Campground, Rock Fork.)
Habitat as described in 1981. Jan. 2; 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.ni. Sky in morn
ing mostly cloudy and in afternoon mostly clear; temp. 28-42"; wind 3-10
m.p.h. Three observers in two parties. Total party hours 13 (7 on foot, 6
by car). Total party miles 51 (3 on foot, 48 by car). Total species 46;
total individuals 767.
Cave Run Lake was devoid of waterfowl. Birds were very inactive
through the morning hours. — Fred Busroe, Joanna Busroe, Katie Busroe,
Margaret Heaslip.
GRAYSON LAKE, CARTER COUNTY (center Grayson Lake dam
site.) Habitat: lake and shore, open fields, and mixed hardwood forest;
Jan. 1; 9:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky cloudy;
temp. 30-42'; wind NW, 10 m.p.h. Two observers in one party. Total party
hours 7 (6 on foot, 1 by car). Total party miles 11 (5 on foot, 6 by car).
Total species 31; total individuals 644.
Grayson Lake is ten feet below normal water level—which may ex
plain why no Canada Geese have overwintered here this year. The count
included 40 Mallard, one Ruffed Grouse, four Pileated Woodpecker, six
Eastern Bluebird, 30 Evening Grosbeak, 108 Dark-eyed Junco, and 12
House Finch. — James H. McCormick, Martha McCormick (co-ccmpilers).
HAZARD (center Junction of Hwy. 28 and Kentucky River.) Habitat:
mostly wooded hillsides, hillside farmland, and lake and stream banks. Dec.
26; 9;00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 32-50°; wind minimal. Two
observers in one party. Total party hours 16 (14 on foot, 2 by car). Total
party miles 30 (5 on foot, 25 by car). Total species 24; total individuals 176.
The count included no waterfowl, four hawks, one Ruffed Grouse, and
a Screech Owl. A Snowy Owl was reported in a nearby area. — Deborah
Spencer, Don Spencer (compiler).
CUMBERLAND GAP (center three miles east of Meldrum, as de
scribed in 1981.) Habitat: forest 35%, residential 25%, reservoirs 15%,
brushy clearings 15%, and open fields 10%. Jan. 2; 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sky mostly clear to partly cloudy; temp. 27-58®; wind NNE-NNW, 3-15
m.p.h. Eight observers in two parties. Total party hours 13 (5 on foot,
8 by car). Total party miles 93 (4 on foot, 89 by car). Total species 38;
total individuals 428.
This is the first year that the Catbird has been reported from the
Cumberland Gap count. Also, Yellow-rumped Warblers were much more
common than usual. They were observed at several locations feeding on
the abundant crop of poison ivy berries in the area. Among the species
reported on this count were seven Mallard, one Ruffed Grouse, three Kill-
deer, 14 White-breasted Nuthatch, and 21 Yellow-rumped Warbler.— E. J.
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Carr, Richard Cassell, Ross Chasteen, Ron Day, Chris Endris, Danny and
Maisie Hoskins, Barry Howard (compiler). Wilderness Trail Chapter of
the Kentucky Society of Natural History.
— H. E. Shadowen, Biology Department, Western Kentucky University,
Bowling Green, 42101.
THE FALL MIGRATION SEASON, 1981
Anne L. Stamm
The weather in the fall of 1981 was somewhat similar throughout
the state: mild, warm, and very dry. Drought conditions prevailed in much
of the state. Snow was absent except for a few flurries on November 20.
The majority of the observers felt that the season was rather dull
and uninteresting, yet in some areas a few unusual species appeared in
the latter part of the period. The heavy migration of ducks and geese
was delayed. Hawk flights were just fair. Shorebird migration was aver
age. One interesting highlight, however, was the 32 White-rumped Sand
pipers at Hamlin. The Long-billed Dowltcher was reported from three
counties. The warbler migration was spread out over a long period, but
was "much better than average" at Danville. The best migration dates
were: September 4, 15-16, 24, 80, and October 3 and 4. Despite the warm
fall some species were early, but many migrants, as expected, lingered
later than normal. Reports of rarities and unusual species included: Old-
squaw, Iceland Gull, Thayer's Gull, and Groove-billed Ani.
Loons through Herons — A Common Loon made its first appearance
at the Falls of the Ohio on October 26, four there October 27 (LR); 35
along the Ohio River at Louisville, November 10 (BPB); 10 at Lake
Pewee, November 11 (JH); nine at Dale Hollow Lake, November 22 (RS);
few at Lexington (DC); none on Lake Cumberland, near Somerset, this
fall (JEl); but nine were still present on the lake between Scotts Creek
and Clay Lick, December 1 (FB). Horned Grebe were thought to be
"plentiful" at Dale Hollow Lake on November 22 (RS). Pied-billed Grebe
were scarce at Lake Pewee where they are usually fairly common (JH);
only small numbers on the Ohio River in western Boone County (LMc);
"almost no grebes" at Lexington (DC), but one at Natural Bridge State
Park, September 12 was of interest (EG). Only one to five Double-crested
Cormorants were observed from October 4 to November 26 at three loca
tions: Carlisle County, Ballard and Jefferson counties (m.ob). Great Blue
Heron were not as numerous as last fall, but were reported from Hamlin
(17), September 10 (JEr); eight at East Bottoms, September 19 (LMc);
two at Falls of the Ohio, October 22 (BS,DD); 11 at Prospect, November
26 (JK, FK); and seven at Green River Lake, Adair County, October 25
(JEl). A Green Heron at the Falls of the Ohio, October 22, was a fairly
late straggler (BS, DD). Approximately 150 Little Blue Heron at Ballard
Waterfowl Management Area (hereafter BWMA) on August 30 was
worthy of note—majority were immatures (BPB and D. Ebel). A Cattle •
Egret at Mayking, Letcher County, October 27, was exceptional (FC). It
was good to have Great Egrets at the Falls of the Ohio again: two to
eleven from August 13 to October 20 (LR) and two still there on October
22 (BS, DD); one at Hamlin, August 18 (JEr); two at Clark Fish Hatch
ery, September 25 and one there September 30 (FB). The Black-crowned
Night Heron was last recorded at the Falls of the Ohio on October10 (LR).
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Waterfowl — Four Whistling Swan (2 adults and 2 inunatures), rare
transients in Kentucky, were seen at the Palls of the Ohio, November 10
(LR, m.ob). The majority of the observers felt that the waterfowl migra
tion was poof. Ducks and geese were down at Ballard County Refuge
from what was present during November last year (TY). The first big
push came at BWMA on October 13 when 2,000 Canada Geese and 1,000
Snow Geese were recorded; numbers increased slowly until mid-November
when 7,500 Canada Geese and 1,500 Snows were present, but by the end
of the month 12,000 Canada and 3,000 Snows had arrived (TY). Mallard
and Black, Ducks were .reported in small numbers in central Kentucky, al
though Blacks were about normal at Cave Hill Cemetery (S). "What seemed
unusual was a female Mallard -leading eight young across a busy four-lane
highway at Fort Wright on September 10 and blocking traffic for several
blocks (EG). The date seems unusually late for young. Few American
Widgeon were seen. Wood Ducks, however, were present in good numbers.
Most species of ducks were reported but were in small numbers and late
in arriving. The only sizable flocks of ducks were the 585 Ring-necked at
Lake Pewee, November 11, and the mixed flock of 20,000 at BWMA, No
vember 2-13. However, the population at BWMA had dropped to 5,000 on
November 30 (TY). A few species of special interest included: one Old-
squaw at Louisville, November 21 (BM); a Surf Scoter at Falls of the
Ohio, November 10 (AB, BPB, and others), another on the Ohio River at
Louisville, possibly the same bird, November 13 (DS). The high count of
Ruddy Ducks at Lake Pewee was 97 on November 18 (JH). Seven Com
mon Mergansers at the Falls of the Ohio on November 20 (AB) and a
number of them at Dale Hollow Lake, November 22 were of interest (RS).
Hawks — Turkey Vultures were much in evidence during the period
with some migratory flocks noted: 20 on September 18 along 1-75 from
Georgetown to Florence, 19 in western Boone County, September 19
(LMc); 60 at Hamlin on September 22 (JEr); 24 between Louisville and
Florence, October 2 (LMc); 200 to 300 going to a roost about one mile
south of the Slade Mountain Parkway Interchange, November 7 (HJ);
and a flock of 33, three miles north of Munfordville, November 18 (S,
FS). Also, 20-|- Black Vultures were seen at Green River Lake, Adair
County, October 18 (JEl) and two in Rowan County, September 25 (FB).
The 12 Mississippi Kites, August 30 along the levee in Fulton County were
noteworthy (BPB with D. Ebel). Sharp-shinned Hawk migration was ob
served in Bell County, September 20, where 37 were counted (RA); one
to three were reported from Septembr 6 to October 3 in Boone, Boyle,
Jefferson and Harlan counties (m.ob.); and one "attacking Blue Jays" at
East Bend, Boone County, August 29 (LMc). Eight Cooper's Hawks were
reported from seven locations. Red-tailed Hawks were in fair numbers in
most areas of the state; five to ten observed migrating during October in
Boone County (LMc). Two Red-shouldered Hawks were present at Dan
ville, November 14, where they have been scarce for sometime (FL); other
sightings included several at Hamlin (JEr), Madisonville (JH) and Pine
Mountain Settlement School (MD). Broad-winged Hawk migration was
first noted in Bell County, September 13, with 125 counted in a three-
hour period (RA); 10 in northeast Jefferson County, September 17 (S,
FS); seven in west Boone County, September 19 (LMc); and 146 over
Surrey Hill Farm, northeast Jefferson County, September 19 (BPB). Few
observers reported the Rough-legged Hawk: three at Danville, November
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14 (FL); one at Cumberland County, November 22 (RS) and two in
Fayette County, November 24 (JK). Bald Eagles were observed as early
as October 19 when eight were seen along the Ohio in Meade County (1
adult, 7 immature) (DS); one Immature at Barren River Reservoir, No
vember 21, the first there in a number of years (RS); two adults and
one immature at Laurel Lake, November 19 {fide RH); and one adult
and one immature at Dale Hollow Lake, Cumberland County, November 22
(RS). Marsh Hawks were reported in low numbers — one to two birds
in five locations. Ospreys were first reported on September 10, with one
bird at Hamlin (JEr); two at Fishing Greek, near Pulaski County Park,
September 17-21 (JEl); another at Hamlin, September 22 (JEr); two at
Green River Lake, October 18 (JEl); and at least one bird from September
to November 30 at Cave Run Lake (FB). Two Peregrine Falcons were
reported: an immature at the Falls of the Ohio, September 9 (BPB with
M. Medley); and an adult at Cumberland Gap, September 13 (RA with
V- Murphy). American Kestrel were doing well in most areas.
Bobwhites through Coots — A big population of Bobwhite was noted
in West Kentucky — nine covey in one-half day, November 27 at Hamlin
(JEr). Sandhill Crane migration was exciting and witnessed by a number
of observers: 22 birds over Hays Kennedy Park, Louisville, November 6
(DN); approximately 925 on the same date passed over Surrey Hill Farm
in flocks of 300, 237, 140, 120, 125, and 6 (BPB); a flock of 40 followed
by another with 115 moving south near mouth of Gadie Creek, Menifee
County, November 7 (HJ); 150 to 200 over Guist Lake, Shelby County(WB); 51 in a flock at Danville, followed by eight birds (FL); and 30
over Louisville (Wallace Gullich fide BPB) all on November 8; and about
100 to 150feeding on a farm, three miles north of Shelbyville on November
17-18 (WB et al). The count of American Coots on Lake Pewee reached
925 on November 11 (JH) and was the largest number reported.
Shorebirds —The shorebird migration was about average, although
a few rare transients showed up. The Piping Plover at Hamlin, August 4,
5 and 8 was the only one reported (JEr), American Golden Plovers ar
rived later than normal and few were reported: one at Hamlin, October 8
(JEf); and one to three at Falls of the Ohio from September 9-October 25
(BPB). Black-bellied Plovers were recorded only from the Falls of the
Ohio, with two birds on September 9 and on October 25 to November 14
(BPB); last observed there on November 19 (AB). Ruddy Turnstones
appeared at only Kentucky Lake and Falls of the Ohio, with two at the
former site and one at the latter (JEr, BPB, respectively). Four to eight
Spotted Sandpipers were seen at Hamlin, August 4-10 (JEr) and one as
late as October 21 at the Falls of the Ohio (BS). Greater Yellowlegs ling
ered until November 11 at Lake Pewee (JH) and November 24 at Clark
Fish Hatchery, Rowan County (FB). The 32 White-rumped Sandpipers at
Hamlin, September 10, were exceptional (JEr). One to four Baird's Sand
pipers were reported from six locations: Kentucky Lake, August 13—
earliest (JEr); Falls of the Ohio (LR, BS, BPB); Crescent Hill Reservoir(JEl); below Dam #53 (BPB); Mississippi River, Carlisle County (BPB,
AB); and the latest at Green River Lake, Adair County, October 25 (JEl).
A single Dunlin at Hamlin on August 4 was unusually early (JEr); 41 at
Green River Lake, October 25 may be the first record for that area (JEl);
one to seven during October at the Falls of the Ohio (LR); approximately
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25 at Falls of the Ohio, October 25-November 3 (BPB, AB); with the
latest there November 10 (AB); one at BWMA, October 4 (AB, BM).
Short-billed Dowitchers were reported from two locations: Crescent Hill
Reservoir on August 7 (LR) and October 18 (DN); Dam #53, August 30(BPB, D. Ebel). The real rarities of the season were the four records
for Long-hilled Dowitchers: one on October 4 along Mississippi River in
Carlisle County and two in BWMA, same date (AB, BPB); one at Green
River Lake, Adair County, October 18, another there (not same plumage),
October 25 (JEl); all birds identified by call notes. Stilt Sandpipers were
reported from the following locations: two at Crescent Hill Reservoir,
August 29 (JEl); five at Dam #53, August 3D (BPB); two at Jonathan
Creek embayment, Marshall County, September 15; four there on the 19th(MM) and eight on the 27th (C. Peterson fide MU). These western Ken
tucky records are of greatinterest since few Stilt Sandpipers are reported
from Ballard or Marshall Counties. A Semipalmated Sandpiper at Green
River Lake on October 18 was an interesting local record (JEl). A Western
Sandpiper made its first appearance on August 13 at Hamlin (JEr); a
peak of seven birds at Falls of the Ohio, August 15-17 (BPB); approxi
mately 20 were below Dam #53, August 30 (BPB); and one at Jonathan
Creek, September 17 (MM). Three Buff-breasted Sandpipers, rare tran
sients in the state, were seen at the Palls of the Ohio, August 27 (AB,
BPB) and one at Jonathan Creek, September 10 (MM). Few Sanderlings
appeared this fall: one to two at Hamlin, August 22 and 25 (JEr) and
one at Louisville, September 26 (BPB) and two in Carlisle County, October
4 (BPB, AB). The two Wilson Phalaropes at Jonathan Creek, September
15, were noteworthy (MM).
Gulls and Tems—A Thayer's Gull in first year plumage remained in
the Falls of the Ohio area from November 21-23 (BPB, AB, m.ob.). Also,
an Iceland Gull in second year plumage was at The Falls of the Ohio on
November 26 (LR). Ring-billed Gulls appeared early at Hamlin, August
4 and 5 (JEr); numbers were low in the Louisville area. Few Bonaparte s
Gulls were present, with the earliest on August 28 at the Falls of the
Ohio (LR). One to three Little Terns were recorded between August 5 and
25 at Hamlin (JEr). Caspian Terns were present at Hamlin from August
4 to 25, with a high of 27 on August 22 (JEr); a few at Fallsof the Ohio,
with the latest there on October 21 (BS).
Cuckoos through Woodpeckers —A Black-billed Cuckoo at Hamlin on
October 19 was rather late (JEr). A Grove-billed Ani at Lexington, October
22-23 was an unexpected find, and established the second record for the
state (TH, BM, MS, RM et al). Common Nighthawks began migrating on
August 15, with a high of 200-1- on August 31, near Petersburg, Boone
County (LMc); smaller groups were noted on September 3 in south Louis
ville (BS) and September 28 in northeast Louisville (FS). Chimney Swifts
were migrating on September 9 at Fern Creek where about 300 were seen
entering a chimney; numbers increased during the month to at least 500
and were last seen there September 30 (LSa, DPS); 300 also over a
chimney at Somerset, September 18 (JEl). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
was early at Clark Park, Louisville, September 19 and tied the local record
of 1965 and 1967 (BS); another was fairly early at Danville, September
22 (FL); other sightings occurred in October.
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Flycatchers through Swallows — Eastern Phoebes were fairly com
mon in Clark Park, September 15 (BS). An Eastern Kingbird at Pulaski
County Park on September 18-19 was a fairly late straggler (JEl). Two
Yellow-bellied Flycatchers at Louisville, August 26, were reported (BPB).
Only two observers mentioned the Olive-sided Flycatcher: one at Big Bone
State Park, August 26 (LMc) and one at Danville, September 16 (FL).
The migration of Tree Swallows continued over a fairly long period of
time: a few at Somerset with a large flock of Chimney Swifts and a few
Cliff Swallows, September 18 (JEl); about 500 in Fulton County, October
4 (BPB); seven at Falls of the Ohio, October 20 (LR); 200-H at Lexing
ton outskirts, October 23 (S, FS); and last recorded at Green River Lake
on October 25 (JEl). Approximately 1,000 Rough-winged Swallows were
noted in Fulton County, October 4 (BPB). Two Barn Swallows at Green
River Lake, October 18 were fairly late stragglers (JEl). A Purple Martin
at Fort "Wright, September 2, was considered late for that northern area
(EG).
Blue Jays through Thrushes— The Blue Jay flight along Pine Moun
tain was heavier than normal, "numbers were placed well up into the
thousands" {fide MD); also; in the Cave Run Lake area an "abnormally
large number" was sighted (FB). The majority of Blue Jays passed south
ward during the last two weeks of October, but a few small flocks were
noted migrating over the Louisville area September 20 and 26 (BBC, BS).
A flock of 200 or more Common Crows was noted in a field at Versailles,
October 23 (FS, S). Red-breasted Nuthatches were fairly widespread. A
Brown Creeper was studied at Audubon State Park, Henderson, August
3—a very early date (MB fide AP). A House Wren at Fort Wright on
October 25 was a late straggler (EG). Winter Wrens arrived later than
normal and were considered more numerous at Glasgow (RS); six at
Creason Park, Louisville, October 8 (JEl); and four at Clark Park,
October 22 (DD). The Carolina Wren was reported as increasing in some
sections and is slowly staging a comeback- Single Long-billed Marsh Wrens
were recorded for three locations in the Louisville area and one in Hamlin,
with the earliest at the Louisville Water Company basins, September 29(BPB) and the latest below McAlpine Dam, November 23 (AB). One to
four Short-billed Marsh Wrens sighted on Surrey Hill Farm from Septem-
October 20 (BPB) and three in Hickman County, October 4(BPB). A group of 30 Brown Thrashers were counted in Clark Park,
September 16 (BS). Large concentrations of American Robins were found
in Clark and Creason Parks, September 16 and 19 (BS) and in northeast
Louisville, September 20-27 (S), while a congregation of 300-1- remained
m Ramsey Creek, Cave Run Lake, from November 1-3 (FB). Some indica
tion of the migration of the Swainson's Thrush was apparent at Clark
Park, September 15, when 15 moved about in a group (BS). A Veery at
Louisville, September 9 (BS) and one at Danville, September 18 (FL)
were fairly early for their respective localities. Eastern Bluebirds have
increased slightly in some sections of the state, particularly in Calloway(JEr), Oldham (S), Boyle (FL), Lincoln and Pulaski (JEl) counties.
Pipits through Vireos —Small flocks of Water Pipits were present at
Louisville, October 24 and November 1 (BPB) and 83 at Eubank, November
7 (JEl). Cedar Waxwings were in good numbers; at Fern Creek a flock
fed with American Robins on crabapples during November (S). Logger-
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head Shrikes were reported as singles from Adair, Boyle, Lincoln, Oldham,
and Pulaski counties, with "fair numbers" in Galloway County, (m.ob.)*
Single Philadelphia Vireos were reported at Danville, September 24 (FL);
Surrey Hill Farm, September 17 (BPB); Creason Park, October 8 (JEl)
and at Happy Hollow Farm, Oldham County, October 10 (BBC).
WarhUrs — Comments from the observers indicated that the best
warbler migration dates were September 27, 30 and October 2. Some species
of warblers arrived earlier than expected or in larger numbers than nor
mally encountered; they also passed through over a long period. Some of
the early arrivals included the following: Tennessee "Warbler at Eubank,
August 20 (JEl); Orange-crowned at Louisville, October 2 and 5 (BPB);
Black-throated Blue at Louisville, August 28 (BPB). A Swainson's War
bler at Louisville, October 9 was extraordinary —onlyfall record for Louis
ville area (BS). Some fairly late dates were: Orange-crowned at Lexmg-
ton, October 24 and at Green River Lake, October 25 (JEl); Black-
throated Blue (3) at Hamlin, October 8 (JEr); Yellow-throated Warbler,
October 4 in Carlisle County (BPB); Blackpoll at Louisville, October 11-
12 photo available to show plumage and under-tail coverts (BPB with
B. Anderson &J. Caruso); Palm Warbler at Louisville, November 4 (BPB)
and at Lexington, November 17 (DC); American Redstart, October 28 at
Louisville (BS, DD). Though usually rare in fall. Cape May was found
in numbers from one to six at Eubank from September 20-0ctober 5 (JEl);
four at Danville, September 30, and three there October 3 (FL).
Blackbirds —A. Northern (Baltimore) Oriole was heard "singing
rather well" at Danville, October 3 (FL). Three blackbird roosts were re
ported: several hundred thousand, mainly Common Crackles and Starlings,
gathered on a hillside of cedars and pines, east of Somerset (Jp); another
estimated at six million birds utilized an area at Vaughn Mill Road and
Outer Loop, Jefferson County, from mid-October to late November (BM);
and one with an estimated one million birds about one mile west of Stanton
on November 7 (HJ).
Fringillids—k few Indigo Buntings were rather late stragglers: one
at Louisville, October 29 (BS, DD); and one east of Hopkinsville, October
4 (PH). A flock of Evening Grosbeaks at Pine Mountain, September 27
provided an early record (RC). Purple Finches were in low numbers
throughout the state. A few House Finches were present at Creason Park
throughout the period (AB, JEl, BBC); occasional visits at Louisville and
Lexington feeding stations (MSu, HF, RM); 200 at Somerset, November
16 (JEl) and 12 near Albany, November 28 (RSe). Pine Siskins arrived
later than normal and were reported from only Hamlin (JEr), Mam
moth Cave National Park (BPB) and Louisville (DN, BPB, S), with the
greatest number at Cave Hill Cemetery (S). A Red Crossbill at Surrey
Hill Farm, November 2 (BPB) and two there November 11 (AB, BPB)
were the only ones reported. A LeConte's Sparrow at Louisville, October
25 was an interesting find (AB, BPB). Single Henslow's Sparrows were
found in Louisville, October 8 (BPB with L. Sanders) and October 20(BPB, AB with M. Medley). Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Juncos were late
in arriving and numbers were low. White-throated Sparrows and White-
crowned were also late and the latter was down in numbers in some
sections.
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Reports for the Winter Season (December through February) should
reach the writer by March 7, 1982.
Contributors — Robert Altman (RA), Alan Barron (AB), Mike Brown
(MB), W. H. Brown (WB), Frances Carter (FC), Richard Cassell (RC),
Dennis Coskren (DC), Mark Dalton (MD), Don Devitt (DD), Jackie
Elmore (JEl), Joe Tom Erwin (JEr), Helen Fisher (HF), Ed (Sroneman
(EG), James W. Hancock (JH), Richard Hines (RH), Terry Hobbs (TH),
Phillip Hyatt (PH), Frank Krull (FK), John Krull (JK), Frederick
Loetscher (FL), Lee McNeely (LMc), Michael Miller (MM), Robert Morris
(RM), Burt L. Monroe, Jr. (BM), Doxy Noonan (DN), Brainard Palmer-
Ball, Jr. (BPB), Albert Powell (AP), Lene Rauth (LR), Linda Salmon
(LSa), Roger Selvidge (RSe), Bernice Shannon (BS), Anne L. Stamm
(S), F. W. Stamm (FS), Russell Starr (RS), Margaret Sullivan (MSu),
Donald Summerfield (DS), Donna Sumpter (DPS), Marie Button (MS),
Tom Young (TY). Other abbreviations — Beckham Bird Club (BBC),
Many observers (m.ob.).
— 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40222.
FIELD NOTES
A GROVE-BILLED ANI IN LEXINGTON
On October 22, 1981, at about 3:00 p.m. I was walking in an aban
doned field near my home, in southwest Lexington, Kentucky. I noticed
a large black bird perched about six feet from the ground in a small
mimosa tree. Its silhouette (long tail, hunch-shouldered posture, and large
bill) was markedly different from a Common Crackle (Quiscalus quiscula),
the only local bird it could have been, so I walked slowly toward it for
a better look. The bird was very tame and allowed me to come within 15
to 20 feet. At the distance I could easily identify it as an Ani (Crotophaga
sp.), but in the dim light of total overcast and without binoculars I couldn't
be s^re whether it was a Groove-billed (C. sulcirostris) or Smooth-billed
Ani (C. ani). At this point some people came by and frightened the bird,
which flew to some nearby trees. I hurried home for my binoculars and a
bird book.
Upon returning I located the Ani in a tree and watched it hop and
fly from branch to branch until it again flew out into the field. This
portion of the field had been mowed during the summer and only a few
grasses and plants taller than six inches remained standing, so I had an
unobstructed view.
I slowly moved toward the Ani which again appeared indifferent to
my approach. In fact, as it fed, hopping and fluttering after insects, it
came so close that I could no longer focus my binoculars on it. The light,
however, was so poor that I still could not distinguish grooves on the
bill, and thus could not positively identify it.
Because its range is nearer to Kentucky, I guessed that it might have
been a Smooth-billed Ani, but further investigation showed it to be the
Groove-billed Ani, normally found in Texas, which is prone to wander.
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The next day was clear and sunny and the bird was indeed identified
as a Groove-billed Ani by Dr. Burt L. Monroe. Jr., chairman of the Biology
Department, University of Louisville.
Although a number of people saw the bird, it was not found after
October 23. The temperature dropped to the low twenties on both the 22nd
and 23rd, and the bird may have perished from the cold or moved elsewhere.
— Terry Hobbs, 219 Norway Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40503.
NEWS AND VIEWS
TWO NEW NATURE CENTERS IN KENTUCKY
Mr. Joe Ford of Owensboro reports the establishment of a new Nature
Center in Owensboro. The center is under the direction of K.O.S. member
Bert Powell and is a 14-acre area located at the intersection of the Wendell
Ford Expressway and Highway 60 West. Over 60 species of birds have al
ready been counted in the nature center, and several other animal species
have been observed. Trails and two ponds have been constructed, and food
plots, bird nesting boxes, feeding stations, benches and blinds, and trail
markings will be developed.
A nature center of similar size is being established in Bowling Green,
only one mile from the Western Kentucky campus. A fence has been placed
around the area to exclude vehicles, and woodchip trails and a photo
graphy blind have already been constructed. Bowling Green birders have
been disheartened in recent years with the destruction of the transient lakes
as birding centers, but are encouraged by the establishment of this nature
center.
1982 SPRING MEETING
The K.O.S. Spring Meeting is scheduled for Rough River State Park
on the weekend of April 16.' Camping facilities are available.
SPRING BIRD COUNT
K.O.S. member Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. is encouraging those who
are interested to participate in this third statewide spring bird count on
Saturday, May 8. Twenty-four counts were received by him last year with
187 species reported. He will mail instructions to last year's participants
in April. If you are interested in participating please contact Palmer-Ball,
8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40222.
